28

EEE TheStar

High-rise buildings in Ipoh are constructed on firm footin;

and will not be affected by sinkholes - patuk chang Ko You

SATURDAY 5 February 2005

Mad rush for CNY biscuits

Family trying to
keep up with demand

BY CHRISTINA KOH

IPOH: In the days leading up to
Chinese New Year, the Yee fam-
ily will be swamped with
orders for their Gunung Rapat
hiong piah, a thick crispy biscuit
with a sweet gooey centre.

Yee Trading Biscuit Factory
assistant manager Jess Yee
Yoke Leng, 27, said they were
often unable to keep up with
the demand although they
baked about a thousand
500gm-packets of the biscuit
everyday.

Each packet contains about
12 pieces of hiong piah, which
means fragrant biscuit, made of
flour, onions, lard, sugar, salt
and sesame seeds with a
molasses filling.

Jess said the business started
from the days when her moth-
er, Wong Chin Haw, 54, would
cycle around Gunung Rapat
here, selling the biscuits.

“My mother, who is from
Taiping, had learnt to make
hg'olng piah when she was a

Tl

“About 25 years ago, she
would cycle down back lanes
and sell the biscuits to house-
wives who would be cooking
in the kitchen at 5pm,” she
said.

Jess said that her father, Yee
Ah Lek, on seeing his wife
struggling to bake the hiong
piah, decided to put aside his
construction worker job to help
out.

Today, the business is a
family affair with Jess, her sis-
ter Yoke Cheng, 34, and broth-
er Yoke Loong, 33, and their

parents managing the busi-
ness.

To keep up with the orders,
the family expanded from their
operations from a factory in
Gunung Rapat to a bakery in
Taman Ipoh Jaya and a store in
Jalan Sultan Iskandar here.

The hiong piah is now baked
in modern ovens in the bakery,
while the biscuits at the Gu-
nung Rapat factory are made
traditionally by Jess' father in a
clay oven similar to the ones
used to bake the Indian bread
naan.

“We have customers and
suppliers who sometimes ex-
port the biscuits to the United
States, Taiwan and Australia,”
said Jess.

The shops sell about 50 types
of biscuits and snacks, includ-
ing 15 baked by the family such
as peanut candy, “Husband”
and “Wife” biscuits, and pong
piah, another version of hiong
piah made with margarine
instead of lard.

Jess explained that the
“Husband” and “Wife” biscuits
were usually one of the gifts
given by the family of a suitor to
the family of his prospective
bride during visits to propose
and discuss marriage plans.

“The ‘Wife’ biscuits are made
of wheat flour, molasses, veg-
etable oil and are usually
sweeter than the ‘Husband’ bis-
cuits, which are saltier and have
a red bean curd filling,” she
said,

A 500gm pack of hiong piah
costs RM5 while a 150gm pack
of either “Husband” or “Wife”
biscuits costs RM3.
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HOT FROM THE OVEN Wong sortmg her famous 'Gunung Rapat hiong piah' at the famnly s bakery

in Taman Ipoh Jaya yesterday. — STARpic by LEW YONG KAN

Chang: ‘Ipoh has lots of underground
limestone and erosion holes are likely
to occur from time to time.”

IPOH: The Sungai Pari Towers, around
which two sinkholes appeared in a
span of one month, are safe for dwel-
ling.

State Urban Development and Local
Government Committee chairman
Datuk Chang Ko Youn said Ipoh City
Council engineers had inspected the
flats and found the structure to be
strong.

He said the 15 -storey building was on
a firm footing and the Mineral and
Geoscience Department had started to
study the land surrounding the flats.

The department, he added, would be
presenting the results of the study to the
state government soon.

“Ipoh has lots of underground lime-
stone and erosion holes are likely to
occur from time to time.

“But high-rise buildings in Ipoh are
constructed on a firm footing and will
not be affected by sinkholes,” he said
when contacted here yesterday.

Rasli: Says victims gave
assessment of losses

Langkawi fire
losses up to
RM2m, says
district office

LANGKAWI: The fire that ra
120 houses in Bukit Malut h
last Sunday caused los:
amounting to RM1.99n
Langkawi district officer Dat
Rasli Basir said.

He said the figure was ¢
rived from assessments me
by the homeless victims the
selves.

He said initial police inves

ations of the blaze show
that there was no element
abotage.

“Also destroyed were eig

oats,” he said when brief
Prime Minister Datuk S
bdullah Ahmad Badawi abc
the blaze during the premie
isit here on Thursday.

Rasli said none of the 6

ictims from 124 families w
injured in the blaze.

He said the victims h
received food, clothing, m
tresses, toiletries and mor
rom Government, non-gove

ental organisations as well
individuals.

Chang added that the sinkholes
Sungai Pari Towers could have occurs
due to a burst pipe underground.

A second sinkhole - which appear
on Feb 2 just 2m away from the first o
that appeared a month back - h
caused the main road leading to Blacl
of the flats to cave in.

The 200 residents of Block A were d
tressed because the sinkhole, measuri
3m by 2m and 1m deep, appeared n¢
the ground floor units.

After learning that the building w
structurally sound, shopkeeper
Kumar, 47, whose house was nearest
the smkhole said he would not mc
out from the flats.

“I am not afraid because I too belle
that the sinkhole appeared due to a b
ken underground pipe near a sewer.

“Besides, if the structure of the bui
ing is not stable, cracks should ha
appeared on the walls of my flat unit
now, but it is not so,” he said.

Unesco drops claim M’sia breached rights

KUALA LUMPUR: The Government’s
efforts to convince Unesco that Malay-
sia’s judiciary was transparent, just and
independent succeeded when Unesco
decided to drop claims that the country
breached human rights during Datuk
Seri Anwar Ibrahim’s trial.

Education Minister Datuk Seri His-
hammuddin Tun Hussein said this deci-

—sion-was made at the two-day Commit-

tee of Convention and Recommendations
(CCRE) meeting at Unesco headquarters
in Paris, beginning Sept 29 last year.

“Allegations of breach of human rights
on Anwar had been registered in 2000.

Hishammuddin said the case was
deliberated at CCRE meetings eight
times between 2000 and last year.

He said the Education Ministry had
been making efforts, including preparing

replies to CCRE, to dispel the allegatio

“All these efforts boiled down to t
fact that the rights of the former Dept
Prime Minister were not violated a
that the country’s judiciary was inde
independent and was based on prin
ples of justice,” he said.

Hishammuddin said Malaysia’s arg
ment was proven right when the Fede
Court freed Anwar. — Bernama



